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DETAILS ON YAGDIL TORAH'S CHAVRUSA PAIRING PROGRAM
Learning Gemara is much more enriching when done with a Chavrusa. Thanks to the Yagdil Torah

Chavrusa Pairing Program finding a chavrusa is quite easy.
Simply call Yagdil Torah or fill out the form on Yagdil Torah’s website www.YagdilTorah.org

COLLECTION OF SOURCES FROM CHAZAL AND THE REBBEIM
ON THE IMPORTANCE OF GEMARA STUDY AND FINISHING A MESECHTA

Abayei (a head of a yeshiva)
said, “I should be rewarded
because when I see a young
yeshiva student finish a trac-
tate I make a holiday for the
yeshiva students.”

(Shabbos 118:2)

The Rabbis learned in a Brai-
sa, “When a person learns
Tanach, it should be done on
a part-time basis, thereby lay-
ing the foundation for under-
standing the Mishna and the
Talmud properly; otherwise
they (the Mishna and Talmud)
can be forgotten. In their
times the Talmud wasn’t writ-
ten, nor was it allowed to be
written. However, since over
time the minds and hearts
became weaker, the later gen-
erations began writing them
(Rashi).

Learning Mishna, however, is
better than learning Tanach,
because the Mishna comes
to conclusions and will even
state briefly what the Halacha
is.

But there’s nothing better
than a person who learns
Talmud, (because he probes
deeply into the topic at hand
and resolves contradictions in
the Mishna and sees that both
opinions can co-exist under
different circumstances. He
also understands the reason-
ing of each of the differing
Tanaim. People will say that
such a person is indeed wise.
Therefore, they said in the
Talmud that nothing surpass-
es the learning of the Talmud,
because by doing so one can
understand the reasons for

things that were stated in the
Mishna.”
(Baba Mitzia 32:1)

THE OBLIGATION TO LEARN
THE REASONS BEHIND JEW-
ISH LAW

“...Because if you will diligent-
ly keep this entire command-
ment..” (Devorim 11:22).
The Sages explained, “You
shouldn’'t say, I learned the
laws and it’s enough for me!”
(In answer to this trend of
thought) The Torah teaches
us, “..This entire command-
ment...” (to teach us) that this
includes the learning of the
laws, stories and Midrash,
which is the Talmud, that ex-
plains the reasons of the laws
that are to be found in the
Mishnayos and Breisos.

(The Laws of Talmud Torabh, first
chapter, Halacha 4)

AMOUNT OF LEARNING

A person has to divide his
learning time into three. One
third should be devoted to
Tanach, the second third for
Mishna and the latter third
for the study of the Talmud
which explains the reasons
for the laws in the Mishnayos,
Breisos and sayings of the
Amoraim. If a person doesn’t
know the reasons behind the
laws, he doesn’t really under-
stand the laws as they should
be understood. As a result,
he’s referred to as an igno-
ramus... A third of his daily
learning time has to be occu-
pied with knowing briefly the

reasons behind the laws from
the Talmud and the codifi-

”»

ers...

(Admor Hazaken, Laws of Talmud
Torah, chapter 5, Halacha 1)

WHEN YOU HAVE A MOMENT
TAKE A GEMARA

Our Sages said, “..Setting
times for learning Torah..”
Times in the plural form. The
reference here is to any free
time a person has from his
job. He should stop and study
Torah. This obligation is in
addition to the obligation of
learning one chapter in the
morning and one chapter in
the evening; any time a per-
son has that he is not work-
ing should be used for the
study of Torah. He shouldn’t
be devoted to side issues.
He should only be inolved
with the business and not get
caught up with side issues,
such as by saying I have to go
to such and such a place. In-
stead, the second he has a free
moment, he should make the
effort to learn and he should
take a Gemara. Even though
it'’s only for a short time and
soon he’ll have to go to work,
nonetheless he should take a
Gemara and learn whatever
he can.

(End of the maamar “Komti
Ani Liftoach Lidodi” 5666
(1906) (additions on p. 572)

WHY DO WE ALSO HAVE TO
LEARN TALMUD?

Why do we have to also learn
Gemara and not only Mishna
and the written law? The an-

swer to this question is sim-
ple. Learning Gemara adds,
explains and reveals that
which is hidden and alluded
to in the Mishna and the writ-
ten law.

(Igros Kodesh, volume 11, letter
number 3, 518)

IN ADDITION TO LEARNING
MISHNAYOS, ONE HAS TO
LEARN GEMARA

It's evident that the addi-
tional learning of Gemara is a
must to those already learn-
ing Mishna.

(Igros Kodesh, volume 14, letter
5182)

THE ULTIMATE AND
THE BIGGEST MITZVAH

Nonetheless, my mind isn't at
ease with what was said, be-
cause learning Gemara, and
all the more so learning the
laws, is the ultimate and the
biggest mitzvah... The actual
learning of the laws and the
Talmud prepares the learner
and brings him closer to the
fulfillment of mitzvos...

(Igros Kodesh, volume 16, letter
number 6,059)

A UNIQUE GREATNESS
IN LEARNING TALMUD

Generally speaking, learning
Torah is a great thing. All the
more so is it great publicly
and in numbers, especially
the learning of the Talmud.

(Igros Kodesh, volume 22, letter
number 8,628)



Monday

Megila

9:15-10:15 PM

In Eliyahu Nochum
delivered by Rabbi
Michoel Lerner
English

Contact: Eli Blachman
718-493-0055

Tuesday

Avoda Zara
8:30-9:25 PM

In 701 Empire Blvd.
delivered by Rabbi
Shneur Zalman Shneur
English

Notes: sign with weekly
apartment in hallway
Contact: Tzvi Hirsh
Frank 718-953-0955

Tuesday
Yuma
8:30-9:30 PM

In 770 delivered by
Rabbi Yitzchak Zirkind
English

Contact:

Tuesday

Sanhedrin

8:30-9:30 PM

In Darchei Menachem
823 Eastern Pkwy.
delivered by Rabbi Ari
Chitrik

English

Contact: Moshe Pinson
718-713-3048

Tuesday

Gemora Shabbos

9:00 - 9:45 PM

In 888 Montgomery

St. delivered by Rabbi
Shimon Hellinger
English

Notes: sign with weekly
apartment in hallway

YOU CAN BE UPDATED!

Tuesday

Sanhedrin
9:15-10:30 PM

In Eliyahu Nochum
delivered by Rabbi
Noach Burnstein
English

Notes: Preceeded by 15
minutes of Tanya and
15 minutes of Halacha
Contact: Rabbi Burn-
stein 646-294-1917

Wednesday

Bava Basra
8:30-9:30 PM

In Getzels Shul
delivered by Rabbi
Avrohom Hertz
English

Contact: Berel Y.
347-439-7310

To be notified of future Shiurim, publications and programs of Yagdil To-
rah, simply join our email list. SMS and phone calls are also available.

Gemara shiurim (Yiddish) 718-467-5469 /
kolavrohom.com
Tzuras Hadaf and Gemara Shiurim in English,
Hebrew and Yiddish: E-Daf.com
Text shiurim by Rabbi Shusterman:
beverlyhillschabad.com

Digital Text of Gemara: kodesh.snunit.k12.il
Gemara text with meforshim: www.responsa.co.il

TALMUD WITH RASHI'S
COMMENTARY

The Tzemach Tzedek once
asked two of his grandchil-
dren what they learned re-
cently. The grandchildren
responded, “The laws of
one who claims and the one
being claimed”. The Rebbe
then told them, “What you
learned was only the con-
diments of wisdom.” Torah
learning is the study of Ge-
mara and Rashi.

(The book “Lishmoa Ozen”
P 47)

ONE WHO FINISHES
A TRACTATE

Rabbi Isaac from Homil once
rebuked two of his students
for not making a “siyum” on
a tractate they finished by
saying, “It's a sign that the
Torah isn’t dear to you.”

(The book “Lishmoa Ozen”
P 176)

DAILY TORAH LEARNING

It's not appropriate for a
married man to wear un-
sightly clothing, nor is it
appropriate for him to let a
day go by without learning
from the Talmud.

“Spiritual appropriateness”
and “spiritual inappropri-
ateness” have to at least be
like their material counter-
parts.

(Sefer Hasichos 5700 (1940)
p. 144)

GEMAR-ALEPH

Chassidim said, “The word
Gemara can be divided into
two words, Gemar-aleph.
This means that learning
Gemara adds something, so
to speak, in G-d, who is, the
One above all”

(The book “Lishmoa Ozen”
P 210)



YOU CAN RECEIVE AN EMAIL, SMS, OR PHONE CALL ON THE FOLLOWING
DATES WITH A REMINDER TO FINISH YOUR MESECHTA(S):
ROSH CHODESH IYAR, ROSH CHODESH ELUL, ROSH CHODESH CHESHVON

GEMORAShiyrim

A PERSON SHOULDN'T SAY
HE'S GIVING UP HOPE

A person should at least
learn an entire tractate in a
year......Even if he was side
tracked and didn’t learn, a
person shouldn’t say that
he gives up hope, because
“nothing stands in the way
of repentance”.

(In the maamar that starts
with the words “On your
walls...” 5638 (1878), part

of this is printed in the book
“Hayom Yom” for the 18th day
of Adar 2.)

A NICE HINT

From the time of the de-
struction of the Temple,
G-d’s presence is revealed
only in the 4 “amos” of
the Jewish law that is be-
ing studied. (The tractate
Brachos 8:1) Four times the
numerical value of the He-
brew word “ama” (184)
plus the numerical value
of the Hebrew word “Hala-
cha” (60) adds up to a sum
total of 244, which has the
same numerical value of
the Hebrew “gemara” (also
244).

(Likutei Levi Yitzchok Igros
p.411)

Sunday & Wednesday
Sanhedrin
9:00-10:00 PM

In Bnei Shlomo Zalman
delivered by Rabbi
Avrohom Flint
English

Notes: Begins with
Maariv

Contact: Rabbi
Avraham Flint
718-771-2077

Sunday to Thursday
Ksuvos with Rashi &
Tosfos

Winter and After Pe-
sach: 11:30 - 1:00 PM
In Hadar Hatora
delivered by Rabbi
Yaakov Goldberg
English

Contact: Shaul K.
516-984-9206

Sunday to Thursday
Bava Metzia

Winter and after Pe-
sach: 11:45 - 1:30 PM
In Hadar Hatora
delivered by Rabbi
Yaakov Osdoba
English

Contact: Shaul K.
516-984-9206

Sunday to Thursday
Bava Basra

Winter and after Pe-
sach: 11:45 - 1:30 PM
In Hadar Hatora
delivered by Rabbi
Yosef Boruch Wircberg
English

Contact: Shaul K.
516-984-9206

Monday & Thursday
Gemara Shabbos
9:00-10:00 PM

In Beis Binyomin
delivered by Rabbi
Mordechai Gurary
English

Contact: Rabbi
Mordechai Gurary
718-773-2670

Friday to Shabbos
Sanhedrin

Winter: Friday night
after Maariv till 7 PM
After Pesach and
Summer: Shabbos
between Mincha and
Maariv

In Beis Eliezer
Yitzchak delivered by
Rabbi Don Yoel Levy
English

Contact: Kalman W.
917-681-1384

Sunday

Sanhedrin

9:30 AM

In Bnai Shlomo Zalman
delivered by Rabbi
Yisroel Rosen

English

Contact: Rabbi Rosen
at yisroel_rosen@hot-
mail.com

Sunday

Eiruvin in depth
10:00-11:30 AM

In Hadar Hatora
delivered by Rabbi
Avrohom Osdoba
English

Contact: Ahron Gitchel
718-773-5816

Sunday

Sota

7:30 PM

In Bnei Shlomo Zalman
delivered by Rabbi
Yisroel Rosen

English

Contact: Rabbi Yisroel
Rosen yisroel_rosen@
hotmail.com
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A CONVENIENT WAY FOR ANASH ANYWHERE
TO JOIN THE CHALUKAS HASHAS.

Includes:
. A reminder service that will occasionally
remind you to finish your Mesechta
e Alist of Gemara Shiurim (Crown Heights)
e Alist of phone and internet resources that aid
in Gemara study
e A compilation of sources from Chazal and the
Rebbeim on the importance of
Gemara study and finishing a Mesechta
e Details on Yagdil Torah’s Chavrusa
Pairing Program

LIST OF MESECHTOS

ZERAIM ERUVIN . KESUVOS = AVODAH ZARAH KINIM

BERACHOS PESACHIM NEDARIM AVOS TAHAROS
PE'AH SHEKALIM NAZIR HORAYOS : KEILIM
DMAI YOMA SOTAH KODSHIM : OHOLOS
KLATM SUKAH GITIN . ZEVACHIM | NEGAIM
SHVI'IS BEITZAH KIDUSHIN . MENACHOS PARAH

TRUMOS ROSH NEZIKIN CHULIN TAHAROS

MAASROS :  HASHANAH i BAVAKAMA i  BECHOROS MIKVAOS

MAASER SHEINI TAANIS i BAVA METZIA ERCHIN NIDAH
CHALA MEGILAH :  BAVA BASRA | TEMURAH {  MACHSHIRIN
URLA . MOED KATAN | SANHEDRIN KERISUS ZAVIM
BIKURIM . CHAGIGAH | MAKOS MEILAH TVUL YOM
MOED NASHIM SHEVUOS TAMID YADAYIM
SHABBOS YEVAMOS EIDIUS MIDOS UKTZIM
PLEASE CONTACT US THROUGH ONE OF THE FOLLOW-
NO MATTER WHAT ING, WITH YOUR NAME, CONTACT INFO, MASECHTA(S),
“...You should also finish learning the entire Talmud in every AND IF APPLICABLE, A REMINDER OPTION.
city and to divide the tractates either by casting lots or ev-
ery individual takes upon himself willingly the learning of a Phone: 347.223.5943 Fax: 440.448.4096

tractate. Every quorum in a city should complete the entire

Talmud. If a quorum isn’t large enough it should join togeth-

er with another quorum and finish the entire Talmud. This
should not be changed no matter what.

(Tanya, Kuntres Acharon, p. 163)

SMS: 347.968.7583

Email: YagdilT@gmail.com

Online: YagdilTorah.org

Mail: 383 Kingston Ave. Room 188
Brooklyn NY 11213

*Yagdil Torah’s intention is to add a division of the Shas so that there will be more who will Sponsored in part by:
learn and finish Mesechtos. It is therefore requested not to leave the quorum who you joined
last year in the division of the Shas, because as mentioned our intention is to add, not to LEABOURNE EQUITY

weaken what there is already. Note: If necessary Yagdil Torah will join another Shul in the PROVIDING GREAT RETURNS

Siyum HaShas. (310) 889-4141




