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FOREWORD

As we approach the 199th Yohrtzeit of the Alter
Rebbe, on the 24th of Teves, wed like to present
a special collection to be studied on that day. This
publication consists of a chapter of Mishnayos
beginning with a letter of the Alter Rebbe’s name
and a special collection of the Alter Rebbes
teachings regarding Torah Learning,.

May it be Hashem’s will that this learning
achieves a lasting effect of continuous study
throughout the entire year, and may the Alter
Rebbe’s merit stand by us and all of the Jewish
people wherever they may be, with the complete

and true redemption, speedily.

The Publishing Division of Yagdil Torah
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EXCERPTS FROM THE ALTER REBBE’S TEACHINGS

THE REBBE’S DIRECTIVES

REGARDING THE 24TH OF TEVES

LEARNING MISHNAYOS
Being that it is the Alter Rebbe’s Yohrtzeit, and, as
is known, the Rebbe Rashab said that “we need
his merit so that it stands by us all and protects
us,” it would be fitting that everyone take part in
doing things that are related to a day of passing,
i.e.learning chapters of Mishnayos that begin with
a letter of the name of the deceased (at least one
chapter). One should also learn a paragraph of
[the Alter Rebbe’s] Shulchan Aruch on that day,
in any part one’s heart desires, as well as a chapter
of his book of Tanya and an idea discussed in his
Chassidic discourses, preferably one pertaining to
the current week — an idea in Torah Or, Parshas
Vaera. This should be done together with giving
Tzedaka, as mentioned earlier.

(24 Teves 5738 — Likkutei Sichos Volume 21 p. 296)

ADDING IN

TORAH LEARNING
Throughout the day one should add in all aspects
of Kedusha, especially those relating to the Alter
Rebbe’s achievements and teachings. One should
also see to it that this has a lasting effect on the
following days and ultimately on the entire year.
[One should] begin with adding in the learning
of his Torah — Tanya, Torah Or and Likkutei
Torah [especially ideas of the current period or
date — the “Chassidishe Parsha” in Torah Or and
Likkutei Torah], and his Chassidic discourses that
our generation has merited to see published, and
also his books on Nigleh — Shulchan Aruch etc.

(Sefer Hasichos 5789 Pt. 1 p.186)

13229 STINT
1o 575 DY WP

fa)i1i7garn i drativ)

YT PO KMPN OP T INT PRD M NN
1D 0AND WT YIT IRT PRD JIX 1737 JUON
WPIPIR 1DINT P IR P4 (2“WNn) 1939
WN PR — “OY 1 M KR DT TN
WINPT OXN DOPIY T PR IRD [T P3N
:XD12°00 DY VN JTNIIND

T V2N OXN NPIWN PID K WITWH RN
WITPN MW 11D NPIIX OT 1D PIVK VM N
N PIWODNK PR ,(MPIWN PID PN DUOY)
PR ,¥ON 125W 01PN 1HW YU PR Y0
PR XWTP XN 1ID0 PO PID K WIwh
1D MT°0N "WIIT *T PX PIV N TIN WIwh
NP2 PR OXN PIY N 210 "1, XN 200 Hya
KINT D RN PR PIY N — 130T

519 RT3 NNl T IR Y50
(296 'y X“51 W*pY — N“Swn Nav 749)

WMD) TS 1H0IT

1IY 93 PR 1T PO YN ORI AT 0P Juna
NN PWYN VM TTIAIND TR, NWITP
Twnn PR KRN0 YYa oyT o InTam
1D DINA APV YPITIVIIP 0T PR — N1 PT

915 MIwn 95 Yy nown: o X
PR — 1070 T1°92 77T 013 11D PP TIININ
7790 °VIPY PR M NN KWTH N°IN DD
YWITON 0T — A“DINW 0011y 0T V9]
DWNT 0T PR PR [NPD1 KN PR “Iwap
PR PIN JIX,131INKY 10T ANT 1TW YW

191 1 DW= 1931900 PIT
(186 'Y X“N V'NHWN W'ND — VNPWN MNW W)

THE SOURCES

“Talmud Torah
K’neged Kulam”

Amongst all the Mitzvos, there is no
Mitzvah thatis equal to “Talmud Torah;”
rather, “Talmud Torah” is equal to all of
the Mitzvos put together, for “Talmud
[Torah]” leads one to practice Mitzvos
— which thus results in ones having

achieved both [ Talmud and Mitzvos].

(Peah ch.1 Mishna 1 with Pirush Hamishnayos
of the Rambam)

Talmud [Torah] is a Mitzvah in its
own right — and would be even if
it did not lead to practicing other
Mitzvos — and it also leads to the
action of all other Mitzvos, for it is
impossible to fulfill any Mitzvah
with all of its conditions and details
without properly studying all of its
pertaining laws ie. its details and
Therefore  “Talmud
Torah” is equal to all of the Mitzvos

conditions.

together, and itis because of this that

“Talmud [Torah]” always precedes
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EXCERPTS FROM THE ALTER REBBE’S TEACHINGS
ON THE ADVANTAGE TORAH STUDY OVER MITZOVOS
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“Ma‘ase [Hamitzvos]

(Shulchan Aruch Alter Rebbe — Hilchos Talmud
Torah ch. 4 Halacha 2)

THE IMPORTANCE OF
TALMUD TORAH

“Speaking words of Torah

is equal to all”
The Midos which are Yirah [awe] and
Ahavah [love] and their ramifications
and outcomes are clothed in the
fulfillment of Mitzvos of action and
of speech which are “Talmud Torah
which is equal to all”

(Tanya ch.4)

Talmud Torahis a
Precondition to
All Ways of Serving G-d
Man’s avoda in general has 2 paths:

A. Simply avoda in worldly aspects —
tulfillmentofMitzvoswithphysical
matter, even “Inyanei Reshus’
“Malasecha” and “Derachecha,” are
all achieved “Leshem Shamayim”
in a manner of “Daehu.”

B. Avoda of studying Torah, through
which affected

automatically — since Torah is

the world is

master of all worldly existence,
through a ruling in Torah, a change
in the worldly existence is achieved.

and
two

Regarding the advantage
precedence these

aforementioned ways of man'’s avoda,

among

our sages have said “Talmud Torah
K'neged Kulam,” meaning, that after
the Mishna lists several Mitzvos that
are of greatimportance, as in “Gemilus
Chasadim” and so on, still, after all of
this, they conclude that it is “Talmud
Torah that is equal to all”

( Hisvaaduyos Parshas Noach, 745 )

Evenifitis Not
Practically Applicable

... And even if one busies oneself
with “Kodoshim” and “Taharos”
which are not practiced today,
nonetheless, the Mitzvah of “Talmud

Torah” in its own right is also greater
than all other Mitzvos ...

(Shulchan Aruch Alter Rebbe — Hilchos Talmud
Torah ch. 4 Halacha 3)

BituL TorRAH
1S EQUAL TO ALL

And therefore one cannot derive from
here any leniency, Heaven forbid,
regardingMitzvos Aseh,and especially
“Talmud Torah” Furthermore, our
sages taught, “G-d forgave for idolatry
etc. even though they are worthy of
Kares and capital punishment, but He
did not forgive for Bitul Torah.”

(Igeres Hatshuvah ch. 1)
ON A DEEPER NOTE

Food and Garments

And therefore our sages taught that
“Talmud Torahis equaltoall Mitzvos,
since Mitzvos are compared merely
to garments, while Torah is seen
as both food and garments for the
rational soul which clothes itselfin its
immersion and study, and even more
so when its words are uttered with
the mouth, that the breath emitted
in speaking [the words of Torah]
becomes “Or Makif”

(Tanya, end of ch. S)

Only Through Torah Study
Does the Light of Torah
Shine in the
Internal Garments
And our sages’ teaching that
“Talmud Torah™ is “K'neged Kulam”
means that since “Talmud Torah”
is through speech and thought —
which are the internal garments of
the Nefesh Hachiyunis, and also the
essence of the realms of “Wisdom,
Understanding and Knowledge” of
“Klipas Nogah” that’s in the Nefesh
Hachiyunis — these are incorporated
into ultimate Kedushah when one
busies oneself and his mind with the

depths of Torah ...

(Tanya ch.37)
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HALACHA

ALTER REBBE'S SHULCHAN ARUCH, PEREK GIMMEL SIEF ZAYIN

Not only are idle matters [forbidden]: it is
even forbidden to engage in the study of
secular disciplines. This is [implied by the
charge} that “you shall speak of them’; ie,
you should not combine any other matters
with them.

[The above implies] even to a person who
has already studied the entire Torah. If he
should say, “[Now that] I have studied the
wisdom of the Jewish people, I will go and
study the wisdom of the nations of the
world,” the Torah tells him: “You shall heed
My statutes, to proceed in them” — you have
no permission to depart from them.

Needless to say, [the above applies to] a
Torah scholar, who is obligated to ‘meditate
on [the Torah] day and night, literally.
[If such a person desires to study secular
disciplines,] “he should go out and find
an hour which is neither day nor night” to
delve in them. Nevertheless, a Torah scholar
may sporadically study disciplines so that
he can derive from them Torah concepts,
[inspiration toward] the fear of Heaven,

and [cultured] deportment. [This license is
given, however, only to scholars, ] but not to

people at large.

[Even a scholar] may not [read] the texts of
minim, i.e, theworksofgentile philosophers
who were minim that denied [G-ds]

providence and [His gift of | prophecy. It
is utterly forbidden to read them or peruse
them, even sporadically, even to derive from
them an ethical concept or [inspiration
toward] the fear of Heaven. For this reason,
even when the words [of such texts] are
quoted in Jewish sources, care must be
taken. With regard to such cases, our Sages
declared that, “he who reads extraneous
books has no place in the World to Come”

Several of the sages of earlier generations
perused such works only in order to refute
them and to fortify our faith. At that time,
this was necessary to rebut the minim of
the other nations who would conduct
disputations of the Jews of their respective
generations. This does not apply in the
present era.
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ADVISE IN LEARNING
FROM THE ALTER REBBE

On the holy Shabbos, towards the time of Mincha, they
should occupy themselves with studying the laws of
Shabbos, for the laws of Shabbos are important, and one can
easily stumble, Heaven forbid, even on a prohibition worthy

of “Kares” or “Skilah” due to lack of knowledge.
(Igeres Hakodesh end of ch. 23)

And there are three things with which one can overcome any
obstacle to prayer: 1 — Mikvah, 2 — Tzedaka ... and 3 — the
studying and learning “Mussar,” particularly the “Mussar”
found in Zohar.

(Likkutei Torah Devorim p. 43 col. 2-3)
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