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Intellectual delight

Superiortoallthese pleasuresisintellectual
delight; for example, there is a wondrous
enjoyment in intellectual discovery. The
soul delights in comprehension too, in
thorough understanding of a subject
under study. This is the finest, the truest,
and the most exalted of delights (provided
the idea itself is good and valid, for if
the study is evil per se, then it would be
included among those things forbidden
to engage in). Man, the select of creation,
should find his supreme delight in matters
of the spirit, particularly in intellect. His
soul ought to delight specifically in this,
for this- the intellect that was given to him
and the “intelligent soul” that he possesses-
is his unique quality above all creatures.
Furthermore, his G-dly soul derives from
the supernal chochmah, as we are taught.
All the pull of his soul, his entire wish and
aim, should be toward the study of Torah,
and this shall be his pleasure. Through this
he will attain the heights of spirit that are
his purpose in life.

Clevation of €very
Creation

Every creature in this world has a
specific mission, which is its purpose. Its
fulfillment is realized when it ascends to
a state higher than its own. The vegetable
becomes assimilated in the animal; the
animal becomes one with the human; the
human is fulfilled when his spirit ascends
and becomes one with the spiritual that
is above him. To illustrate: Torah is the
intelligence and will of G-d, and is indeed
one with G-d. When man studies Torah,
immersing himself in its profundity
and seeking out the true meaning of its
teachings, then he becomes one with G-d's
will and intellect in an intense unity. Tanya
(Chapter S) discusses this at some length.

In this manner the soul of man can ascend,
through binding and merging itself
with the Divine Wisdom. This is true in
whatever aspect of Torah the person is
occupied, whether the “revealed” Torah
[or the “inner” [‘hidden’] Torah]. The
‘revealed” Torah is actually G-ds will and
intellect, because it is the Divine wisdom
that decrees that one thing is kosher, [ie.
fit] while another thing is pasul [ie. not
valid]. All of the novel contributions of a
conscientious Torah student were given to
Moshe at Sinai, that is, all of the laws of the
Oral Torah, and all of the explanations and

rationales offered for them- are actually His
wisdom. Therefore, when a person studies
them, he becomes united and merged with
this [ Divine wisdom] as noted.

Advardages of Studying
fbcjmm‘tom/)

“inner” aspect of Torah is the
knowledge and comprehension of G-d.
Qur teachers, the Rebbes of earlier
generations, revealed to us that this is
the inward aspect of the Divine wisdom.
When studying it, one binds himself with
the inwardness of His wisdom, which far
transcends the external.

There is another advantage in this
knowledge of the inner Torah, and that
is its effect on the person. Although this
knowledge is limited to knowledge of
His existence, nonetheless, his mind does
conceive and attain knowledge of the
existence of the spiritual. The spiritual
becomes palpable, as it were, within
his soul; he becomes bound up with it,
attached to it, and as a result he transcends
his own physical nature and attains a
state of refinement and spirituality. This
attainment is inward and personal, both
within his own self and also externally, in
reference to all his interest and activities.
They all become more refined and
spiritual; they are not bound up with
the physical at all, and they rise above
awareness of self. (Whatever he does,
whether study of Torah or performance of
mitzvot, is done refined, without grossness,
without self consciousness, without being
blatant, and without complacency: It goes
without saying that his piety is not evident
to another, and by no means would he
consider doing something to impress
anyone.) His material affairs will of course
be divested of their materialistic emphasis,
for he will rid himself of any desire for
them, his only desire being for G-dliness.

(Summary

Man, possessing an intelligent soul and
a G-dly soul, must find his pleasure in
Torah study; the fulfillment of every
being is its elevation to a higher stage;
through study of the revealed Torah
man unites with G-d’s wisdom and will;
through study of Chassidus he binds
himself with their inwardness, and
becomes refined in everything,
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A REBBE'S EDUCATION

From the writings of the sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe,
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn; translation/
adaptation by Yanki Tauber.

On Rosh Hashanah of 5648 [1888], when [ was
a child of seven and several months, I visited my
grandmother and she treated me to a melon.
went out to the yard and sat with my friends ona
bench directly opposite my father's window and
shared the melon with my friends.

My father called me in and said to me: "I noticed
that though you shared the melon with your
friends, you did not do so with a whole heart."
He then explained to me atlength the concept of
a"generous eye” and 'malevolent eye.”

I was so deeply affected by my father's words
that I was unable to recover for half an hour. I
wept bitterly and brought up what I had eaten of
the melon.

"What do you want from the boy?" asked my
mother. "He's only a child!"

Father replied: "It is good this way. Now this trait
will be ingrained in his character.”

This is education.
/)=

For Passover of 5650 [1890] -- I was several
months short of my tenth birthday at the time
-- a new suit of clothes was made up for me,
together with a brand new pair of shoes.

In my hometown of Lubavitch, the preparations
for the festival were conducted in a meticulous
and thorough manner. On the day before
Passover, a strict procedure was followed: first,
all chametz (leaven) was searched out and
eradicated from the yard, chicken coop, and
stable. The caretaker, Reb Mendel, was busy
with this for a good part of the night before and
followed up with a double-check in the morning.
Then, the chametz was burned, following which
we would go immerse ourselves in the mikvah,
dress for the festival, and bake the matzat
mitzvah for the seder. Finally, there were always
the last-minute preparations to be taken care of.

Among these final odds and ends was a job
entrusted to me: to remove the seals from the
wine bottles and to partially pull out the corks.
The latter was a most challenging task, for one
had to take care that the metal of the corkscrew
should not come in contact with the wine.

That year, I was busy at my appointed task in my
father's room. I went about my work with great
caution, careful not to dirty my new suit and,
most importantly, not to dull the shine on my
new shoes.

My father noticed what was uppermost in my
mind and said to me: "The Alter Rebbe [Rabbi
Schneur Zalman of Liadi] cites the following
metaphor: A great nobleman sits at a table laden
with all sorts of gourmet dishes and delicacies.
Under the table lies a dog, gnawing a bone. Can
you imagine the nobleman climbing down from
his chair and joining the dog under the table to
chew on a luscious bone?"

My father's words so affected me that I was
ashamed to even look at my new clothes.

This is education.

It was the summer of 5656 [1896], and father
and I were strolling in the fields of Balivka, a
hamlet near Lubavitch. The grain was near to
ripening, and the wheat and grass swayed gently
in the breeze.

Said father to me: "See G-dliness! Every
movement of each stalk and grass was included
in G-d's Primordial Thought of Creation, in
G-d's all-embracing vision of history, and is
guided by Divine providence toward a G-dly
purpose.”

Walking, we entered the forest. Engrossed in
what I had heard, excited by the softness and
seriousness of father's words, I absentmindedly
tore a leaf off a passing tree. Holding it a while
in my hands, I continued my thoughtful walking,
occasionally tearing small pieces of leaf and
casting them to the winds.

"The Holy Ari," said father to me, "says that not
only is every leaf on a tree a creation invested
with Divine life, created to specific purpose
within G-d's intent in creation, but also that
within each and every leaf there is a spark of
a soul that has descended to earth to find its
correction and fulfillment.

"The Talmud," father continued, "rules that,
‘A man is always responsible for his actions,
whether awake or asleep! The difference
between wakefulness and sleep is in the inner
faculties of man, his intellect and emotions. The
external faculties function equally well in sleep,
only the inner faculties are confused. So dreams

present us with contradictory truths. A waking
man sees the real world, a sleeping man does not.
This is the deeper significance of wakefulness
and sleep: when one is awake one sees Divinity;
when asleep, one does not.

"Nevertheless, our sages maintain that man is
always responsible for his actions, whether awake
or asleep. Only this moment we have spoken of
Divine providence, and, unthinkingly, you tore
off a leaf, played with it in your hands, twisting,
squashing and tearing it to pieces, throwing itin
all directions.

"How can one be so callous towards a creation
of G-d? This leaf was created by the Almighty
towards a specific purpose and is imbued with a
Divine life-force. It has a body and it has its life.
In what way is the 'T' of this leaf inferior to yours?"

WATER AND HAY
By Yanki Tauber

Rabbi Sholom DovBer of Lubavitch (1860-1920)
was once traveling with a group of chassidim. At
one point, the coachman stopped at a roadside
watering-trough. After the horses had drunk their
fill, he steered them back onto the road, cracked his
whip over their backs and cried:

"Fools! Do you think that I gave you to drink so
that the hay you devour should be more tasty? I
gave you to drink so that you should be better able
to pull the coach!"

Inside the wagon, the expression on the Rebbe's
face grew serious. After a while, he said to his
chassidim:

"We are all drawing the Supernal Chariot through
our positive and G-dly deeds. It is to this end that
the Almighty provides us with sustenance and
vitality. So we must never lose sight of the true
purpose of our material resources--that they
enable us to carry out our mission in life.

'A horse needs to be reminded with the whip. But
the human being should suffice with more subtle
pointers as to how to order his priorities..
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Letter of the Rebbe Rashab on Studying in a Shul and Beis Midrash

“In Earlier Years One Would
Always find Balei Batim in the Beis

Medrash”

Regarding his first question about the condition of
Yiddishkeit in our area, I responded that in general
it is a Yiddishe neighborhood; however the specific
[behavior] is very not good, and some of the youngsters
do very inappropriate things. The reason for this is that
in the last few years a different spirit has passed among
the general population, and this caused bad results ...

And I explained in short that I still remember how in
prior years we would always find Balei-Batim in the Beis
Medrash (aside from the steady learners), who after
work (or at specific times during the day), would go to
the study hall to learn a Mishnah, Gemara or Poskim,
each one according to his capabilities. But they did this
specifically in the Beis Midrash, not in their own homes,

ELCHONON (GEISINSKY
TAX SERVICES

and therefore — automatically — they learned. And the
main thing is, that this set a place for Torah in the heart
of the person, and his son would see this and would not
stray too far, and the father also kept an eye on his son
that he should learn.

“He Thinks he will Learn at Home ...”
Nowadays however it is not so that people learn in the
Beis Medrash even by the G-d fearing Balei-Batim;
there is no thought to go to the Beis Midrash to learn,
rather he plans to learn at home. But when he comes
home, he wastes the learning time in the company ofhis
wife and children which are closer to his heart, and the
result is that he doesn’t learn.

“And Through This, he Goes Down
From one Step to Another, R’L”

However, more than all of the above, when the son
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sees that the father doesn't learn, the Torah seems
to him something which is completely superfluous,
and automatically he distances himself from it and he
chooses another type of path, and this way he goes
down from one step to another, R’L. And the father
doesn’tkeep an eye on his son’s learning (which leads to
his not good actions,) because by the father as well the
idea of learning has cooled off. And afterwards, when
the son goes overboard, he can't help him anymore.

And therefore when the idea came up for “Machzikei
Hadas”, One of the vital points for me was that the
Balei-Batim should learn everyday, and specifically
in the Beis Medrash, in order to make a set place for
Torah learning, that would lead to improvement of
the general situation.

(Igros Kodesh Rashab, volume 4, page 30S)
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